
Town of Surfside 
SPECIAL PLANNING & ZONING BOARD 

AGENDA 
February 11, 2021 – 6:00 p.m. 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call

2. Town Commission Liaison Report – Mayor Charles Burkett

3. Applications:

A. 9133 and 9149 Collins Avenue – Amendment to Site Plan
B. 9165 Abbott Avenue – Garage Conversion and Addition
C. 9573 Harding Avenue – Wall Sign

4. Reconsideration of 1221 Biscaya Drive Motion by Board Member James
Mackenzie

5. Next Meeting Date: February 25, 2021

6. Discussion Items:

A. Future Agenda Items

7. Adjournment

THIS MEETING IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.  IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990, 
ALL PERSONS THAT ARE DISABLED; WHO NEED SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING 
BECAUSE OF THAT DISABILITY SHOULD CONTACT THE OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK AT 305-861-4863 EXT. 226 NO 
LATER THAN FOUR DAYS PRIOR TO SUCH PROCEEDING.   

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 286.0105, FLORIDA STATUTES, ANYONE WISHING TO 
APPEAL ANY DECISION MADE BY THE TOWN OF SURFSIDE COMMISSION, WITH RESPECT TO ANY MATTER 
CONSIDERED AT THIS MEETING OR HEARING, WILL NEED A RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS AND FOR SUCH 
PURPOSE, MAY NEED TO ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS IS MADE WHICH RECORD 
SHALL INCLUDE THE TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE UPON WHICH THE APPEAL IS TO BE BASED. 

AGENDA ITEMS MAY BE VIEWED AT THE OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK, TOWN OF SURFSIDE TOWN HALL, 9293 
HARDING AVENUE.  ANYONE WISHING TO OBTAIN A COPY OF ANY AGENDA ITEM SHOULD CONTACT THE TOWN 
CLERK AT 305-861-4863.  A COMPLETE AGENDA PACKET IS ALSO AVAILABLE ON THE TOWN WEBSITE AT 
www.townofsurfsidefl.gov. 

TWO OR MORE MEMBERS OF THE TOWN COMMISSION OR OTHER TOWN BOARDS MAY ATTEND THIS MEETING. 

THESE MEETINGS MAY BE CONDUCTED BY MEANS OF OR IN CONJUNCTION WITH COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA 
TECHNOLOGY, SPECIFICALLY, A TELEPHONE CONFERENCE CALL.  THE LOCATION 9293 HARDING AVENUE, 
SURFSIDE, FL  33154, WHICH IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, SHALL SERVE AS AN ACCESS POINT FOR SUCH 
COMMUNICATION. 

http://www.townofsurfsidefl.gov/
http://www.townofsurfsidefl.gov/
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Development Review  

P a g e  | 1 

Memorandum 
To: Planning and Zoning Board 
Thru: Andrew Hyatt, Town Manager 
From: Walter Keller, PE, AICP., Town Consultant Planner 

Marlin Engineering, Inc. 
CC: Jason Greene, Assistant Town Manager 

Lillian Arango, Town Attorney 
Date  February 1, 2021 
RE: 9133 – 9149 Collins Avenue – Seaway Condo Acquisition LLC – Site Plan Amendment 

Background:  This application is a request for a Site Plan Amendment to the approved development 
plans of the property commonly known as the Seaway Villas and Surf Club Apartments.  This project is 
an aggregation of the two properties totaling 2.16 acres. The Surf Club Apartments 30 units will be 
demolished and the Seaway Villas with 28 units will be partially protected, renovated and major 
portions demolished. The Miami Dade Historic Preservation Board recommended approval of the 
redevelopment plan due to the restoration of the villas and landscaped courtyard which are important 
feature of the site.  The approved redeveloped site and 12 story structure includes 48 condo units and 
31 hotel units. The partially protected and restored Seaway Villas will include 2 units and 1,100 square 
feet of restaurant and lounge. A total of 127 parking spaces were proposed in an underground garage 
using parking lifts. 

A new architect of record has been engaged and a request for Site Plan Amendment presented.  
Proposed changes to the Site Plan include: 

• A Density Reduction from 48 units and 29 hotel rooms to 31 units and 26 hotel rooms
• Expansion of the underground parking garage from 36,250 SF to 58,242 SF
• Balcony revisions to remove notches in the balcony design on the north and south levels
• Balcony revisions on the 11th floor level to be consistent with the lower floors
• The addition of decorative stone louvers and balconies on the 2nd and 3rd levels.

The proposed amendments in the density retain the general massing of the building.  The expansion of 
the underground garage to approach the property limits is to reduce the number of parking spaces 
provided by lifts to allow for self-parking. The basis for the removal of the notches and other 
architectural revisions will be provided by the Applicant. 

A series of architectural renderings indicate where the specific changes are proposed. 

 Staff Recommendation:  Additional information is being assembled for this application and may be 
available for the Planning and Zoning Board prior to the February 11th meeting.  Due to the complexity 
of the request, this item may be continued to the February 25th meeting for further discussion. 

Item 3A
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Via Email  

 

     December 24, 2020 

 

Mr. Andrew Hyatt 

Town Manger 

Town of Surfside 

9293 Harding Avenue 

Surfside, FL 33154 

  

 Re:  Seaway Villas and Surf Club Apartments  

  Application for Site-Plan Amendment (“Application”) 

 

Dear Town Manager Hyatt: 

 On behalf of this firm’s client, Seaway Condo Acquisition LLC (“Owner” or “Applicant”), 

the owner of property located at 9133-9149 Collins Avenue, Surfside, FL and commonly known 

as the Seaway Villas and Surf Club Apartments (the “Property”), we are hereby applying for 

amendments to the site plan approved pursuant to Resolution No. 18-2489 (the “Prior Approval”).  

As more fully explained below, the project has a new architect of record and the Applicant is 

requesting minor amendments to the site plan that include: (i) an overall reduction of 24 units (19 

fewer condominium units and 5 fewer hotel rooms); (ii) a larger underground footprint for the 

parking garage; and (iii) minor exterior balcony changes for levels 2 through 12 of the new tower 

that will provide a more cohesive project design (the “Amended Site Plan”).  The proposed 

amendments are included in Amended Sheets A1.03 through A4.02, attached to this Application.  

No additional amendments are requested to the Prior Approval, conditional uses, or the historic 

Seaway building.   

 Density Reduction. 

 The Prior Approval included 48 condominium units and 31 hotel rooms.  To accommodate 

market demand, the Applicant is seeking to reduce project density by a total of 24 units.  The 

condominium units will be reduced from 48 units to 29 units and the hotel rooms will be reduced 

from 31 rooms to 26 rooms.   

 
 

Condominium 

Units 

 
Hotel Rooms  

Permitted Prior Approval Amended  Prior Approval Amended 

199 units 48 units 29 units  31 rooms  26 rooms 

 

PAGE 8



Page 2 of 2 

 

 

 
 

  Parking Garage Improvements.  

 As shown on Amended Sheet A3.00, Applicant proposes a larger underground parking 

garage, increasing the area from 36,250 square feet to 58,242 square feet. The Prior Approval 

included a significant number of car lifts to achieve the parking counts required by the Town Code.  

To accommodate market changes and consumer demand, including a desire to self-park as a result 

of the Covid-19 pandemic, Applicant proposes to minimize the car lifts and expand the 

underground garage footprint to accommodate more traditional methods of parking while 

maintaining the same amount of parking spaces as the Prior Approval (127 spaces).  All proposed 

changes to the parking garage are underground and will not impact the Prior Approval’s above-

grade landscaping, ingress/egress, or the historic Seaway building.    

Amended Underground Parking Area  

Prior 

Approval 

Amended 

 36,250 Sqft. 58,242 Sqft. 

 

Required Parking Based on Amended Site Plan 

 

Required  Prior Approval  Amended 

102 127 127 

 

  

 Balcony Modifications. 

 

 As shown on Amended Sheets A0.00, A1.03, A1.04, A1.05, A2.00, A3.00, A3.02, A4.01, 

and A4.02, Applicant’s new architect of record, ODP Architects, has proposed minor exterior 

design enhancements that include removing “notches” in balcony design on the north and south 

sides of levels 2 through 12; extending a balcony on the 11th level to make the design consistent 

with lower typical floors; and adding decorative stone louvers and balconies on the 2nd and 3rd 

levels to provide privacy for unit owners and hotel units.  No amendments are proposed to the 

exterior of the historic Seaway building.   

 The Application for minor amendments is consistent with the Town Code and the design 

guidelines of the Town and we respectfully request approval.  Thank you in advance for your 

consideration and, as always, should you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us.  

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

John K. Shubin 

Ian E. DeMello 

For the firm 
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Town of Surfside, Florida 
Development Review  

P a g e  | 1 

Memorandum 
To: Planning and Zoning Board 
Thru: Andrew Hyatt, Town Manager 
From: Walter Keller, PE, AICP., Town Consultant Planner 

Marlin Engineering, Inc. 
CC: Jason Greene, Assistant Town Manager 

Lillian Arango, Town Attorney 
Date  February 1, 2021 
RE: 9165 Abbott Avenue Single Family Addition and Renovations 

Background:  This application is a request to approve a 540 square foot (SF) addition to an existing 
single-family residence with additional renovations to the garage, roof, exterior, windows and driveway. 
The parcel is located in the H30B Zoning District.  The Applicant has provided a current survey and 
provided details on the improvements and proposed elevations. An overhead aerial photo from the 
Miami Dade County Property Appraiser and a Google Street View are provided on the following page.  

Governing Codes:  The Zoning in Progress requirements for the proposed improvements are detailed in 
the following Zoning Codes: 

2006 Code: Front yard landscape 50% minimum; Rear yard landscape 40%. 

2020 Code:  Base Flood Elevation +2; Pervious area 35% minimum; Residential Design Guidelines 
(building massing, decorative features, architectural style, wall materials and finishes; roof 
materials, types and slopes; windows and trims).  

2006/2020 Codes: Maximum lot coverage 40%; Maximum height 30 ft; Front and rear setback 
20 ft; Front setback permeability 50%. 

Zoning in Progress: Maximum 40% lot coverage does not include uncovered steps and exterior 
balconies; uncovered terraces, patios, porches open on 2 sides; covered terraces, patios or 
porches open on 2 sides (these exemptions not to exceed 15% of the total footprint). 

The Applicant submitted additional information to address pervious area, compliance with front and 
rear yard landscape area and modifications of the front yard hardscape.  Additional revisions were made 
to revise the front elevation in the vicinity of the front door – porch area. 

Item 3B
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Town of Surfside, Florida 
Development Review  

 

   P a g e  | 2 

 

 

9165 Abbott Avenue Overhead View from the Miami Dade County Property Appraiser 
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Town of Surfside, Florida 
Development Review  

 

   P a g e  | 3 

 

9165 Abbott Avenue Google Street View 

 

Staff Recommendation:  Review of the application package, aerial photos from the property appraiser, 
Google Street View and planning staff review of the codes indicates the Applicant complies with the 
2006 Code, the current Municode and Zoning in Progress relative to the proposed improvements and 
should be approved. 
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a)  All clearances and/or encroachments shown hereon are of the apparent physical use, fence legal ownership

not determined.

b)  The issue of this survey is only for the exclusive and specific use of those persons,  parties or institutions in

the certification.

c)  Code restrictions and title search not reflected in this survey

d)  Underground utilities, improvements, footings and encroachments, if any not located.

e)  The flood information shown hereon does not imply that the subject property will or will not  be free from

flooding or damage and does not create liability on the part of the firm or employee thereof, for any damage

that occurs from reliance on said information.

f)   Lands depicted hereon were surveyed per legal description provided by client and no  claims as to

ownership or matters of title are made or implied.

g)  All roads shown hereon are public unless otherwise noted.

h)  No identification cap found on property corners unless otherwise noted.

i)   Distance along boundary are record and measured unless otherwise noted.

j)   The graphic portions of this document are intended to be displayed at the graphic/name scales as depicted.

Said scale may be altered in reproductions and as such, should be considered when obtaining scaled data.

k)   Accuracy:  The expected use of land as classified in the minimum technical standards (5J17-FAC), is

"Suburban".  The Minimum relative distance accuracy for the type of boundary survey is 1 foot in 7,500 feet.

The accuracy obtained by measurement and calculation of a closed geometric figure was found to exceed

this requirement.

l)    Contact the appropriate authorities prior to any design work or excavation on the herein described parcel for

building, zoning information and utilities location.
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Town of Surfside, Florida 
Development Review  

P a g e  | 1 

Memorandum 
To: Planning and Zoning Board 
Thru: Andrew Hyatt, Town Manager 
From: Walter Keller, PE, AICP., Town Consultant Planner 

Marlin Engineering, Inc. 
CC: Jason Greene, Assistant Town Manager 

Lillian Arango, Town Attorney 
Date:   February 1, 2021 
RE: 9573 Harding Avenue Miamira Jewelers Wall, Window and Door Signs 

Background:  This application is a request to place a permanent wall sign. Signs are also proposed for 
the windows and door.  The parcel is located in the SD-B40 Zoning District.  In addition to this 
Memorandum, an Agenda Packet submitted by the Applicant is attached. 

Governing Codes:  The Zoning in Progress requirements for a permanent wall sign and window/door 
signs are detailed in the following Zoning Code sections: 

2006 Code: 90-209(c)1 – Provides a wall sign of 1 square foot (SF) for each 1 foot of frontage. In 
the Business District for stores with less than 25 feet of frontage, a 25 SF sign is allowed. This 
store front has 14 feet of frontage. 

2008 Code: 90.71.1 – Also allows a wall sign of 1 square foot (SF) for each 1 foot of frontage. In 
the Business District for stores with less than 25 feet of frontage, a 25 SF sign is allowed. This 
store front has 14 feet of frontage.  

Current Municode: 90-73.a(3b(2) –  The Code has further restrictions including requiring a 1/4 
inch to 2 inch offset from the wall to allow rain water to drain and limits illumination to white 
LEDs. 

Current Municode: 90-73.a(3)c –  The Code limits the window and door signs to not exceed 20% 
of the window or door area. Lettering is limited to 8 inches in height. Allowable material 
includes painted gold leaf, silver leaf, silk-screened, cut or polished metal, cut or frosted vinyl 
and etched glass. The proposed window and door signs are consistent with the Code. 

Staff Recommendation:  Recommend approval of the window and door signs. The Applicant’s proposed 
wall sign is 21.3 SF. The illumination of the sign is not specified.  It is recommended the permanent wall 
sign also be approved subject to the following condition: 

• The sign shall be illuminated with white LEDs per the Code.

Item 3C
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1

Evelyn Herbello

From: Sandra McCready
Sent: Tuesday, February 2, 2021 9:03 AM
To: Tony Recio; Lily Arango
Cc: Walter Keller; Andrew Hyatt; Evelyn Herbello
Subject: FW: Motion to reconsider

Good Morning Team, 

Please see email below regarding a “motion to reconsider” for 1221 Biscaya Drive. 

Please advise. 

Regards, 

Sandra N. McCready, BPA, MMC  
Town Clerk 
FACC South District Director 
MDCMCA Past President 

Town of Surfside 
9293 Harding Avenue 
Surfside, Florida  33154 
Phone (305) 861‐4863  Ext.  226 
Fax (305) 861‐1302 
smccready@townofsurfsidefl.gov 

From: james Mackenzie <surfbeach20@aol.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, February 2, 2021 6:58 AM 
To: Sandra McCready <smccready@townofsurfsidefl.gov> 
Subject: Re: Motion to reconsider 

Item 4
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2

[NOTICE:  This message originated outside of the Town of Surfside ‐‐ DO NOT CLICK on links or open attachments unless 
you are sure the content is safe.] 

Good morning Ms. McCready  
I, James Mackenzie member of the Planning and Zoning Board at the Town of Surfside would like to request 
“Reconsideration of 1221 Biscaya”. To be added to the February 11, 2021 agenda. Please advice.  
Thank you 
 
Regards 
 
James Mackenzie 
Planning and Zoning board member 

Sent from my iPad 
 

On Feb 1, 2021, at 4:24 PM, Sandra McCready <smccready@townofsurfsidefl.gov> wrote: 

  

Good Afternoon Mr. MacKenzie, 
  
Please see below an email from Mr. Recio regarding your motion to reconsider and the 
proper steps. 
  
Hope this helps you understand the process and the steps to follow. 
  
Regards, 
  
  
Sandra N. McCready, BPA, MMC  
Town Clerk 
FACC South District Director 
MDCMCA Past President 
<image005.png> 
<image006.jpg> 
Town of Surfside 
9293 Harding Avenue 
Surfside, Florida  33154 
Phone (305) 861‐4863  Ext.  226 
Fax (305) 861‐1302 
smccready@townofsurfsidefl.gov 
  
<image007.jpg> 
<image008.png> 
<image009.png> 

  
  
  
From: Tony Recio <TRecio@wsh‐law.com>  
Sent: Monday, February 1, 2021 4:18 PM 
To: Sandra McCready <smccready@townofsurfsidefl.gov> 
Subject: Motion to reconsider 
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[NOTICE:  This message originated outside of the Town of Surfside ‐‐ DO NOT CLICK on links or 
open attachments unless you are sure the content is safe.] 

As we discussed, Mr. Mackenzie’s email should ask for “Reconsideration of 1221 Biscaya – Motion by 
Mr. Mackenzie“ to be added to the Feb 11 agenda.  When it get to that item, he needs to formally make 
a motion.  If he does not, or if it does not get a second, then the reconsideration does not occur and the 
item’s denial becomes final.  It cannot be considered after the Feb 11 meeting.  
  
Let me know if you have any questions 
  
ANTHONY L. 

RECIO 

PARTNER 
 
<image001.png> 
 
2525 Ponce de Leon Blvd., Suite 700 | Coral Gables, FL 33134 
P: (305) 854-0800    E: trecio@wsh-law.com   Bio  | wsh-law.com | vCards 

 
<image002.png> 
     
<image003.png> 
     
<image004.png> 
 
THINK BEFORE YOU PRINT  
This message, together with any attachments, is intended only for the addressee. It may contain information which is legally 
privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
disclosure, copying, distribution, use, or any action or reliance on this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received 
this e‐mail in error, please notify the sender immediately by telephone or by return e‐mail and delete the message, along with 
any attachments.  
 
Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, this communication is from a debt collector. Any information obtained will be 
used for the purpose of collecting a debt.  
  
NOTE: Florida Public Records Law provides that most written communications to or from Municipal 
employees regarding town business are public records, available to the public and media upon request. 
Therefore, this e‐mail message may be subject to public disclosure.  
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Town of Surfside, Florida 
Development Review  

P a g e  | 1 

Memorandum 
To: Planning and Zoning Board 
Thru: Andrew Hyatt, Town Manager 
From: Walter Keller, PE, AICP., Town Consultant Planner 

Marlin Engineering, Inc. 
CC: Jason Greene, Assistant Town Manager 

Lillian Arango, Town Attorney 
Date  January 18, 2021 
RE: 1221 Biscaya Drive Fence and Gate 

Background:  This application is a request for a front yard fence, 16-foot driveway gate and pedestrian 
gate on Biscaya Drive. The parcel is located in the H30A Zoning District adjacent to the Biscaya Drive 
bridge. An overhead aerial view from the Miami-Dade County Property Appraiser is provided on the 
following page with two Google Street View captures on page 3.  In addition to this Memorandum, an 
Agenda Packet was submitted by the Applicant. 

Governing Codes:  The Zoning in Progress requirements for a front yard fence are detailed in the 
following Zoning Code sections: 

2006 Code: Sec 90-163 – An ornamental fence, wall or hedge, not more than 5 feet in height 
may project into any side or rear yard.  No fence, wall or ornamental fence shall be constructed 
in a front yard.  

Current Municode: 90-56.2 & 3 – Allows fence or ornamental walls in the front yard or primary 
corner yard if granted design review approval by the Planning and Zoning Board.  Further limits 
height for a lot wider than 50 feet a 4-foot height plus 1/2 foot for each 10 feet exceeding 50 
feet 

Zoning in Progress: 50% of front yards must be landscaped and 20% of all landscape area must 
be Florida Friendly as defined in the Current Zoning Code. 

Applicant Package:  A seven-page presentation package was prepared by Swedroe Architects and a 
separate current survey was also provided. The Applicant is requesting a 5-foot high aluminum and or 
wood fence complying with the 50% opacity requirement. The most recent discussions with the 
architect indicate a 4 ½ foot high black aluminum fence with 16-foot motorized gate with a 3-foot wide 
pedestrian gate is desired.  The architect’s plan provides 605 square feet of landscape area in the front 
yard setback area. 
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Town of Surfside, Florida 
Development Review  

 

   P a g e  | 2 

 

 

 

1221 Biscaya Drive Miami-Dade County Property Appraiser’s Overhead View 
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Town of Surfside, Florida 
Development Review  

 

   P a g e  | 3 

 
1221 Biscaya Drive Google Street View at Driveway 

 
1221 Biscaya Drive Google Street View from Bridge 
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Town of Surfside, Florida 
Development Review  

 

   P a g e  | 4 

 

Staff Recommendation:  Recommend a 4 ½ foot black aluminum metal fence placed on the south 
property line of Biscayne Drive with a 16-foot wide motorized driveway gate and a 3 foot wide 
pedestrian gate be approved complying with the 50% opacity requirement. 

The Applicant to provide 605 square feet of landscape area in the front yard setback area as depicted in 
the Applicant’s package. 

The Planning and Zoning Board gives design approval of the Applicant’s proposal and conditions.   
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